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Hkgh\gu_ ijbgpbiu 
 

Guidelines for environmental auditing. General principles 
 
 

>ZlZ \\_^_gby 1999 - 04 - 01 
 
<<?>?GB? 
 
Wdheh]bq_kdbc Zm^bl y\ey_lky \Z`guf kj_^kl\hf ijh\_jdb wdheh]bq_kdhc

wnn_dlb\ghklb b hdZaZgby ihfhsb \ __ ih\ur_gbb� 
GZklhysbc klZg^Zjl kem`bl jmdh\h^kl\hf ^ey hj]ZgbaZpbc� Zm^blhjh\ b bo deb_glh\ ih

hkgh\guf ijbgpbiZf� h[sbf ^ey ex[h]h Zm^blZ� < g_f ijb\_^_gu hij_^_e_gby wdheh]bq_kdh]h

Zm^blZ b k\yaZgguo k gbf l_jfbgh\� Z lZd`_ hkgh\gu_ ijbgpbiu wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ� 
Wlhl klZg^Zjl y\ey_lky h^gbf ba k_jbb klZg^Zjlh\ \ h[eZklb wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ� dm^Z

\oh^yl lZd`_� 
=HKL J BKH 14011 Jmdh\h^ysb_ mdZaZgby ih wdheh]bq_kdhfm Zm^blm� Ijhp_^mju

Zm^blZ� Ijh\_^_gb_ Zm^blZ kbkl_f mijZ\e_gby hdjm`Zxs_c kj_^hc� 
=HKL J BKH 14012 Jmdh\h^ysb_ mdZaZgby ih wdheh]bq_kdhfm Zm^blm�

D\ZebnbdZpbhggu_ djbl_jbb ^ey Zm^blhjh\ \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb� 
< [m^ms_f fh]ml [ulv ih^]hlh\e_gu _s_ b ^jm]b_ klZg^Zjlu wlhc k_jbb� 
 
1H;E:KLV IJBF?G?GBY 
 
GZklhysbc klZg^Zjl kh^_j`bl hkgh\gu_ ijbgpbiu ijh\_^_gby wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ�

ijbf_gbfu_ dh \k_f lbiZf lZdh]h Zm^blZ� <kydZy ^_yl_evghklv� hij_^_ey_fZy dZd

wdheh]bq_kdbc Zm^bl \ khhl\_lkl\bb k ^Zgguf klZg^Zjlhf� ^he`gZ m^h\e_l\hjylv

kh^_j`Zsbfky \ g_f j_dhf_g^Zpbyf� 
 
2HIJ?>?E?GBY 
 
Ijbf_gbl_evgh d gZklhys_fm klZg^Zjlm bkihevamxlky ke_^mxsb_ hij_^_e_gby�  
Ijbf_qZgb_ - L_jfbgu b hij_^_e_gby \ h[eZklb mijZ\e_gby hdjm`Zxs_c kj_^hc ^Zgu \

BKH 14050. 
2.1 <u\h^u ih Zm^blm (audit conclusion) - ijhn_kkbhgZevgh_ km`^_gb_ beb fg_gb_�

\ujZ`Z_fu_ Zm^blhjhf h[ h[t_dl_ Zm^blZ� hkgh\Zggh_ gZ jZkkm`^_gbb� dhlhjh_ Zm^blhj

ijbf_gy_l d j_amevlZlZf Zm^blZ� 
2.2 Djbl_jbb Zm^blZ (audit criteria) - iheblbdZ� f_lh^u� ijhp_^mju beb lj_[h\Zgby� ih

dhlhjuf Zm^blhj ijh\_jy_l kh[jZggu_ Zm^blhjkdb_ ^Zggu_ h[ h[t_dl_ Zm^blZ� 
Ijbf_qZgb_ - Lj_[h\Zgby fh]ml \dexqZlv� gh g_ h]jZgbqb\Zlvky wlbf� klZg^Zjlu�

jmdh\h^ysb_ mdZaZgby� ki_pbZevgu_ lj_[h\Zgby hj]ZgbaZpbb� Z lZd`_ lj_[h\Zgby

aZdhgh^Zl_evguo Zdlh\ beb j_]eZf_glh\� 
2.3 :m^blhjkdb_ ^Zggu_ (audit evidence) - ijh\_jy_fu_ bgnhjfZpby� aZibkb beb

aZy\e_gby� dZkZxsb_ky nZdlZ� 
Ijbf_qZgby 
1 :m^blhjkdb_ ^Zggu_� dhlhju_ fh]ml [ulv dZq_kl\_ggufb beb dhebq_kl\_ggufb�

bkihevamxlky Zm^blhjhf ^ey hij_^_e_gby khhl\_lkl\by djbl_jbyf Zm^blZ� 
2 :m^blhjkdb_ ^Zggu_ h[uqgh hkgh\u\Zxlky gZ hijhkZo� bamq_gbb ^hdmf_glh\�

gZ[ex^_gbb aZ ^_yl_evghklvx b mkeh\byfb� gZ bf_xsboky j_amevlZlZo baf_j_gbc b bkiulZgbc

beb gZ ^jm]bo kj_^kl\Zo \ h[t_f_ Zm^blZ� 
2.4 J_amevlZlu Zm^blZ (audit findings) - j_amevlZlu hp_gb\Zgby kh[jZgguo Zm^blhjkdbo

^Zgguo� khihklZ\e_gguo k ijbgylufb djbl_jbyfb Zm^blZ� 
Ijbf_qZgb_ - J_amevlZlu Zm^blZ khklZ\eyxl hkgh\m Zm^blhjkdh]h aZdexq_gby� 
2.5 :m^blhjkdZy ]jmiiZ (audit team) - h^bg beb g_kdhevdh Zm^blhjh\� gZagZq_gguo

ijh\h^blv ^Zgguc Zm^bl� Zm^blhjkdZy ]jmiiZ fh`_l \dexqZlv \ k_[y l_ogbq_kdbo wdki_jlh\ b

Zm^blhjh\-ijZdlbdZglh\� 
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Ijbf_qZgb_ - H^bg ba Zm^blhjh\ \ ]jmii_ \uihegy_l nmgdpbx \_^ms_]h Zm^blhjZ� 
2.6Ijh\_jy_fZy hj]ZgbaZpby (auditee) - hj]ZgbaZpby� ih^\_j]Z_fZy Zm^blm� 
2.7 :m^blhj \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb �Zm^blhj-wdheh]� (environmental auditor) - ebph�

d\Zebnbpbjh\Zggh_ ^ey ijh\_^_gby wdheh]bq_kdbo Zm^blh\� 
Ijbf_qZgb_ - Djbl_jbb d\ZebnbdZpbb Zm^blhjh\ \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb ^Zgu \ =HKL J

BKH 14012. 
2.8Deb_gl (client) - hj]ZgbaZpby� aZdZau\ZxsZy Zm^bl� 
Ijbf_qZgb_ - Deb_gl fh`_l [ulv ijh\_jy_fhc hj]ZgbaZpb_c beb ex[hc ^jm]hc

hj]ZgbaZpb_c� bf_xs_c ijZ\h aZdZaZlv Zm^bl kh]eZkgh j_]eZf_glm beb dhgljZdlm� 
2.9 Wdheh]bq_kdbc Zm^bl (environmental audit) - kbkl_fZlbq_kdbc ^hdmf_glZevgh

hnhjfe_gguc ijhp_kk ijh\_jdb h[t_dlb\gh ihemqZ_fuo b hp_gb\Z_fuo Zm^blhjkdbo ^Zgguo� k

l_f qlh[u hij_^_eblv� khhl\_lkl\mxl eb djbl_jbyf Zm^blZ hij_^_e_ggu_ \b^u wdheh]bq_kdhc

^_yl_evghklb� kh[ulby� mkeh\by� kbkl_fu Z^fbgbkljZlb\gh]h mijZ\e_gby beb bgnhjfZpby h[

wlbo h[t_dlZo� Z lZd`_ khh[s_gb_ j_amevlZlh\� ihemq_gguo \ oh^_ wlh]h ijhp_kkZ� deb_glm� 
2.10 <_^msbc Zm^blhj \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb �\_^msbc Zm^blhj-wdheh]� (lead 

environmental auditor) - ebph� d\Zebnbpbjh\Zggh_ jmdh\h^blv Zm^blhf \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb b

\uihegylv _]h� 
Ijbf_qZgb_ - D\ZebnbdZpbhggu_ djbl_jbb ^ey Zm^blhjh\ \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb ^Zgu \

=HKL J BKH 14012. 
2.11 Hj]ZgbaZpby (organization) - dhfiZgby� dhjihjZpby� nbjfZ� ij_^ijbylb_� hj]Zg

\eZklb beb mqj_`^_gb_ eb[h bo qZklv beb khq_lZgb_� Zdpbhg_jgu_ b g_Zdpbhg_jgu_, 
]hkm^Zjkl\_ggu_ beb qZklgu_, dhlhju_ \uihegyxl k\hb kh[kl\_ggu_ nmgdpbb b bf_xl k\hx

kh[kl\_ggmx Z^fbgbkljZpbx� 
Ijbf_qZgb_ - <aylh \ Z^Zilbjh\Zgghf \b^_ ba =HKL J BKH 14001. 
2.12H[t_dl Zm^blZ (subject matter) - hij_^_e_ggZy wdheh]bq_kdZy ^_yl_evghklv� kh[ulb_�

mkeh\b_� kbkl_fZ mijZ\e_gby b�beb bgnhjfZpby h[ wlbo ij_^f_lZo� 
2.13L_ogbq_kdbc wdki_jl (technical expert) - ebph� dhlhjh_ ij_^hklZ\ey_l Zm^blhjkdhc

]jmii_ k\hb agZgby beb hiul ih ki_pbZevghfm \hijhkm� gh g_ mqZkl\m_l \ jZ[hl_ ]jmiiu dZd

Zm^blhj� 
 
3 LJ?;H<:GBY D WDHEH=BQ?KDHFM :M>BLM 
 
Wdheh]bq_kdbc Zm^bl ^he`_g [ulv gZijZ\e_g gZ q_ldh hij_^_e_gguc b ^hdmf_glZevgh

hnhjfe_gguc h[t_dl� KlhjhgZ �beb klhjhgu�� hl\_lkl\_ggZy aZ wlhl h[t_dl� lZd`_ ^he`gZ [ulv

q_ldh b^_glbnbpbjh\ZgZ b aZj_]bkljbjh\ZgZ ^hdmf_glZevgh� 
:m^bl ke_^m_l ijh\h^blv lhevdh lh]^Z� dh]^Z ihke_ dhgkmevlZpbc k deb_glhf \_^msbc

Zm^blhj khql_l� qlh� 
- kh[jZgZ ^hklZlhqgZy b gZ^e_`ZsZy bgnhjfZpby h[ h[t_dl_ Zm^blZ� 
- bf_xlky ^hklZlhqgu_ j_kmjku� qlh[u h[_ki_qb\Zlv ijhp_kk Zm^blZ� 
- bf__l f_klh Z^_d\Zlgh_ khljm^gbq_kl\h kh klhjhgu ijh\_jy_fhc hj]ZgbaZpbb� 
 
4HKGH<GU? IJBGPBIU 
 
4.1 P_eb b h[t_f 
:m^bl ^he`_g hkgh\u\Zlvky gZ p_eyo� ihklZ\e_gguo deb_glhf� H[t_f Zm^blZ

hij_^_ey_lky \_^msbf Zm^blhjhf ijb dhgkmevlZpbb k deb_glhf ^ey ^hklb`_gby wlbo p_e_c�

H[t_f oZjZdl_jbam_lky ]em[bghc b ]jZgbpZfb Zm^blZ� 
4.2 H[t_dlb\ghklv� g_aZ\bkbfhklv b dhfi_l_glghklv 
>ey lh]h� qlh[u h[_ki_qblv h[t_dlb\ghklv ijhp_kkZ Zm^blZ� _]h j_amevlZlh\ b ex[uo

\u\h^h\� qe_gu Zm^blhjkdhc ]jmiiu ^he`gu [ulv g_aZ\bkbfu hl ijh\_jy_fhc bfb

^_yl_evghklb� Hgb ^he`gu [ulv h[t_dlb\gu� k\h[h^gu hl ij_^m[_`^_gbc� b bo bgl_j_ku g_

^he`gu \oh^blv \ ijhlb\hj_qb_ \h \j_fy ijh\_^_gby Zm^blZ� 
<hijhk h ijb\e_q_gbb \g_rgbo b \gmlj_ggbo qe_gh\ Zm^blhjkdhc ]jmiiu j_rZ_lky

deb_glhf� 
Qe_g ]jmiiu� \u[jZgguc hl hj]ZgbaZpbb� g_ ^he`_g [ulv ih^hlq_l_g ebpZf�

g_ihkj_^kl\_ggh hl\_qZxsbf aZ h[t_dl Zm^blZ� 
Qe_gu Zm^blhjkdhc ]jmiiu ^he`gu h[eZ^Zlv khhl\_lkl\mxsbf khq_lZgb_f agZgbc�

gZ\udh\ b hiulZ� qlh[u \uihegblv Zm^blhjkdb_ h[yaZgghklb� 
4.3 GZ^e_`ZsZy ijhn_kkbhgZevgZy hklhjh`ghklv 
Ijb ijh\_^_gbb wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ Zm^blhju ^he`gu ijhy\eylv hklhjh`ghklv�

klZjZgb_� mf_gb_ b km`^_gb_� dhlhju_ h`b^Zxlky hl ex[h]h Zm^blhjZ \ ih^h[guo

h[klhyl_evkl\Zo� 
Hlghr_gby f_`^m qe_gZfb Zm^blhjkdhc ]jmiiu b deb_glhf ^he`gu [ulv
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dhgnb^_gpbZevgufb b jZamfgufb� ?keb wlh]h g_ lj_[m_l aZdhg� qe_gu Zm^blhjkdhc ]jmiiu g_

^he`gu jZa]eZrZlv bgnhjfZpbx beb ^hdmf_glu� ihemq_ggu_ \ ijhp_kk_ Zm^blZ� eb[h

hdhgqZl_evgh_ Zm^blhjkdh_ aZdexq_gb_ gbdZdhc lj_lv_c klhjhg_ [_a ihemq_ggh]h gZ lh

jZaj_r_gby deb_glZ b� ]^_ wlh mf_klgh� jZaj_r_gby hj]ZgbaZpbb� 
:m^blhj ^he`_g ke_^h\Zlv ijhp_^mjZf h[_ki_q_gby dZq_kl\Z� 
4.4 Kbkl_fZlbq_kdb_ ijhp_^mju 
Wdheh]bq_kdbc Zm^bl ke_^m_l ijh\h^blv \ khhl\_lkl\bb k hkgh\gufb ijbgpbiZfb b

jmdh\h^ysbfb mdZaZgbyfb� jZajZ[hlZggufb ^ey khhl\_lkl\mxs_]h lbiZ wdheh]bq_kdh]h

Zm^blZ� 
Ijbf_qZgb_ - Jmdh\h^ysb_ mdZaZgby ih ijh\_^_gbx Zm^blZ kbkl_fu mijZ\e_gby

hdjm`Zxs_c kj_^hc ^Zgu� d ijbf_jm� \ =HKL J BKH 14011. 
< p_eyo ih\ur_gby klZ[bevghklb b gZ^_`ghklb wdheh]bq_kdbc Zm^bl ke_^m_l ijh\h^blv

kh]eZkgh ^hdmf_glbjh\Zgguf b q_ldh hij_^_e_gguf f_lh^heh]byf b kbkl_fZlbq_kdbf

ijhp_^mjZf� dhlhju_ ^he`gu [ulv ihklhyggufb ^ey ex[h]h lbiZ wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ�

Ijhp_^mju ^ey h^gh]h lbiZ wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ hlebqZxlky hl ijhp_^mj ^ey ^jm]h]h lbiZ

lhevdh lZf� ]^_ wlh kms_kl\_ggh ^ey dhgdj_lguo oZjZdl_jguo hkh[_gghkl_c ^Zggh]h lbiZ

wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ� 
4.5 Djbl_jbb� ^Zggu_ b j_amevlZlu Zm^blZ 
GZqZevguf b \Z`guf wlZihf wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ ^he`gh [ulv hij_^_e_gb_ djbl_jb_\

Zm^blZ� Wlb djbl_jbb gZ khhl\_lkl\mxs_f mjh\g_ ^_lZebaZpbb ^he`gu [ulv kh]eZkh\Zgu

f_`^m \_^msbf Zm^blhjhf b deb_glhf� Z aZl_f khh[s_gu ijh\_jy_fhc hj]ZgbaZpbb� 
Ke_^m_l kh[jZlv� ijhZgZebabjh\Zlv� bklhedh\Zlv b aZj_]bkljbjh\Zlv gZ^e_`Zsmx

bgnhjfZpbx b bkihevah\Zlv __ \ dZq_kl\_ Zm^blhjkdbo ^Zgguo \ ijhp_kk_ bamq_gby b hp_gdb� k

l_f qlh[u hij_^_eblv� m^h\e_l\hj_gu eb djbl_jbb Zm^blZ� 
:m^blhjkdb_ ^Zggu_ ^he`gu [ulv lZdh]h dZq_kl\Z b \ lZdhf dhebq_kl\_� qlh[u

dhfi_l_glgu_ Zm^blhju� jZ[hlZy g_aZ\bkbfh ^jm] hl ^jm]Z� ihemqbeb h^bgZdh\u_ Zm^blhjkdb_

j_amevlZlu ijb hp_gd_ h^gbo b l_o `_ Zm^blhjkdbo ^Zgguo ih h^gbf b l_f `_ djbl_jbyf

Zm^blZ� 
4.6 GZ^_`ghklv j_amevlZlh\ Zm^blZ b \u\h^h\ ih Zm^blm 
Ijhp_kk ijh\_^_gby wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ ^he`_g [ulv kieZgbjh\Zg lZd� qlh[u

h[_ki_qblv deb_glZ b Zm^blhjZ `_eZ_fuf mjh\g_f ^h\_jby d gZ^_`ghklb j_amevlZlh\ Zm^blZ b

ex[uf \u\h^Zf ih Zm^blm� 
:m^blhjkdb_ ^Zggu_� kh[jZggu_ \ ijhp_kk_ wdheh]bq_kdh]h Zm^blZ� g_ba[_`gh [m^ml

ij_^klZ\eylv kh[hc lhevdh \u[hjhqgmx bgnhjfZpbx� bf_xsmxky \ gZebqbb� qZklbqgh ba-aZ
lh]h� qlh wdheh]bq_kdbc Zm^bl ijh\h^blky \ l_q_gb_ h]jZgbq_ggh]h i_jbh^Z \j_f_gb b k

h]jZgbq_ggufb j_kmjkZfb� Ihwlhfm a^_kv ijbkmlkl\m_l we_f_gl g_hij_^_e_gghklb� ijbkmsbc

\k_f wdheh]bq_kdbf Zm^blZf� b \k_ ihevah\Zl_eb j_amevlZlh\ lZdbo Zm^blh\ ^he`gu agZlv h[

wlhc g_hij_^_e_gghklb� 
:m^blhj \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb ^he`_g jZkkfhlj_lv h]jZgbq_gby� k\yaZggu_ k Zm^blhjkdbfb

^Zggufb� kh[jZggufb \h \j_fy Zm^blZ� b k ijbagZgb_f g_hij_^_e_gghklb \ j_amevlZlZo Zm^blZ

b \k_o \u\h^Zo ih Zm^blm� b mq_klv wlb nZdlhju ijb ieZgbjh\Zgbb b ijh\_^_gbb Zm^blZ� 
:m^blhj \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb ^he`_g ihiulZlvky ihemqblv ^hklZlhqgu_ Zm^blhjkdb_

^Zggu_� qlh[u ijbgylv \h \gbfZgb_ kms_kl\_ggu_ hl^_evgu_ j_amevlZlu Zm^blZ b

kh\hdmighklv f_g__ kms_kl\_gguo j_amevlZlh\� ijbq_f b l_ b ^jm]b_ fh]ml \ebylv gZ ex[u_

\u\h^u ih Zm^blm� 
4.7 :m^blhjkdh_ aZdexq_gb_ 
J_amevlZlu Zm^blZ b�beb bo j_axf_ ^he`gu [ulv khh[s_gu deb_glm \ ibkvf_gghf

aZdexq_gbb� Ijh\_jy_fZy hj]ZgbaZpby ^he`gZ ihemqblv wda_fieyj Zm^blhjkdh]h aZdexq_gby�

_keb lhevdh wlh ki_pbZevgh g_ bkdexq_gh deb_glhf� 
BgnhjfZpby� k\yaZggZy k Zm^blhf� dhlhjZy fh`_l [ulv \dexq_gZ \ Zm^blhjkdh_

aZdexq_gb_� ijb\h^blky gb`_� gh g_ h]jZgbqb\Z_lky wlbf� 
Z� b^_glbnbdZpby ijh\_jy_fhc hj]ZgbaZpbb b deb_glZ� 
[� kh]eZkh\Zggu_ p_eb b h[t_f Zm^blZ� 
\� kh]eZkh\Zggu_ djbl_jbb� ih dhlhjuf ijh\h^beky Zm^bl� 
]� i_jbh^ \j_f_gb b ^ZlZ�u�� dh]^Z ijh\h^beky Zm^bl� 
^� b^_glbnbdZpby qe_gh\ Zm^blhjkdhc ]jmiiu� 
_� b^_glbnbdZpby ij_^klZ\bl_e_c ijh\_jy_fhc hj]ZgbaZpbb� mqZkl\mxsbo \ Zm^bl_� 
`� aZy\e_gb_ h dhgnb^_gpbZevghf oZjZdl_j_ kh^_j`Zgby� 
a� i_j_q_gv jZkkuedb Zm^blhjkdh]h aZdexq_gby� 
b� djZldh_ baeh`_gb_ ijhp_kkZ Zm^blZ� \dexqZy ex[u_ \klj_lb\rb_ky ij_iylkl\by� 
d� \u\h^u ih Zm^blm� 
<_^msbc Zm^blhj ihke_ dhgkmevlZpbb k deb_glhf ^he`_g hij_^_eblv� dZdb_ ba wlbo

imgdlh\ \f_kl_ k ^hihegbl_evgufb imgdlZfb ke_^m_l \g_klb \ aZdexq_gb_� 
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Ijbf_qZgb_ - H[uqgh aZ hij_^_e_gb_ dhjj_dlbjmxs_]h ^_ckl\by� g_h[oh^bfh]h \ hl\_l

gZ j_amevlZlu Zm^blZ� hl\_lkl\_gghklv g_k_l deb_gl beb ijh\_jy_fZy hj]ZgbaZpby� H^gZdh

Zm^blhj fh`_l ^Zlv k\hb j_dhf_g^Zpbb \ lhf kemqZ_� dh]^Z wlh aZjZg__ kh]eZkh\Zgh k deb_glhf� 
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IJBEH@?GB? :  
�kijZ\hqgh_� 

 
;B;EBH=J:NBY 

 
1 =HKL J BKH 14001 - 98Kbkl_fu mijZ\e_gby hdjm`Zxs_c kj_^hc� Lj_[h\Zgby b

jmdh\h^kl\h ih ijbf_g_gbx� 
2 =HKL J BKH 14011 - 98Jmdh\h^ysb_ mdZaZgby ih wdheh]bq_kdhfm Zm^blm� Ijhp_^mju

Zm^blZ� Ijh\_^_gb_ Zm^blZ kbkl_f mijZ\e_gby hdjm`Zxs_c kj_^hc� 
3 =HKL J BKH 14012 - 98 Jmdh\h^ysb_ mdZaZgby ih wdheh]bq_kdhfm Zm^blm�

D\ZebnbdZpbhggu_ djbl_jbb ^ey Zm^blhjh\ \ h[eZklb wdheh]bb� 
[4] BKH 14050 - 97MijZ\e_gb_ hdjm`Zxs_c kj_^hc� L_jfbgu b hij_^_e_gby 
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